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Curriculum Overview

School 
Vision



Learning Focus - Topics
Autumn 1 

Super Duper 
Me!

Autumn 2 

Let's 
Celebrate!

Spring 1

Favourite 
Stories

Spring 2

Real 
Superheroes

Summer 1

Growing and 
changing

Summer 2

Let's get moving!



School Trips and Experiences

Autumn 1 
Church Visit

Visit from Little Dots Role Play 
Village

Autumn 2 
'Stay and Read' parent workshop

Nativity play

Spring 1
'Stay and do Maths' parent 

workshop
Local visit to library/park

Spring 2
Visits from 'Real Superheroes'

Visit from Mobile Farm

Summer 1
Butterflies

Local visit to library/park

Summer 2
Visit to Wythall Transport 

Museum



Early Learning Goals



Ways to support your child at home

• Support and 
reassurance

• Attendance
• Talk to your child
• Weekly newsletter
• Good sleep
• Healthy breakfast
• Home school 

agreement



Reception Reading

• Home school agreement
• 5 x per week
• Reading a little bit every day is the best way to help children improve with their reading.
• This is our main homework, as the evidence around whether this improves outcomes is mixed, but the 

evidence around regular reading to an adult, and hearing books read by an adult is unequivocal.
• Every year, the children who make the most progress in all areas are those who read regularly at 

home.

Here’s how many words kids would have heard by the time they were 5 years old: Never read to, 
4,662 words; 1–2 times per week, 63,570 words; 3–5 times per week, 169,520 words; daily, 296,660 
words; and five books a day, 1,483,300 words.

Science Daily (2019)



Book Bag
Your child already has:
• Class library book
• Reading diary
• Protective reading bag
Next week your child will also have:
• Reading book

• Please keep books in bag at all times as we do not have 
set days for reading and keep water bottles outside 
book bag.



Reading to your child
• Nurture your child's natural love for reading
• Special time
• Find a time and place that works for you 

with the television and technology turned 
off.

• Talk about the front cover.
• Relate the story to the child's experiences 

as they read.
• I wonder what would happen next..
• This reminds me of the time when we...
• Would you like it if...



Reading the levelled reading book
• A book for your child to read to you.
• Carefully selected to be at correct level of 

challenge for your child
• In reception, the book will be changed 

once per week.
• We will read a twinkl book in school and 

send a different book home with your 
child. Your child will not have read the 
book before.



Reading Diary
• Please write in the reading diary every time you hear your 

child read – your child will get a stamp if there are 5 comments 
in their diary. (No more than once per day)

• Date, title and smiley face in comment box is sufficient from 
parent. We want you to spend your time reading, rather than 
writing lots of comments.

• At the moment the book to write about is the book you have 
read to/ shared with them (class library book and other books 
from home/library)

• Once your child has their levelled reading book, this needs to be 
the main focus of the home reading, followed by any other 
books.

• Please do not use the reading record book for sending other 
messages into school - this is just for reading related 
information.



Levelled reading books
• Most children will receive a 

Level 1 book to start with. 
This is a book with very 
few/no words for your child 
to 'read' to you using the 
pictures to tell the story, 
turning the pages 
themselves.

• We will soon start to 
teach Level 2 of our phonics 
scheme. ​ This is when the 
children will learnt the letters 
and how to read words.

• Once the children have 
learnt enough letters in a few 
weeks time, we will then give 
them a book they will be able 
to read using the letters they 
know.



Phoneme

Smallest unit of sound

3 phonemes

2 phonemes



Phoneme

5 phonemes  r o ck e t

4 phonemes    s l u g

4 phonemes  ch e s t



Segmenting and Blending

Blending and segmenting can be tricky to 

master but once children have got it, it will 

really help them.

• ‘I can see a b-i-n.’

• ‘Can you pass me a b-a-g?’

• Put your hands on your ‘h-ea-d’
• We are practising this a lot at the moment in 

school so if you can support this at home it will 

really help. 

  



Grapheme

The written representation of a sound 
(a letter or group of letters)



Graphemes

Letter (graph)

Digraph
2 letters that represent one phoneme (sound)

rocket

muffin

queen   quick 



Grapheme

Trigraph
3 letters that represent one phoneme (sound)

night  

beard

chair  stairs



Help your child to read using phonics

Once your child knows s, a, t, p, you can 
ask your child to read words using these 
letters in books or using the letter 
cards.

a t        at
s a t     sat
p a t     pat



Help your child to read using phonics

As your child learns more letters and 
sounds, they will be able to read more 
words, including those with digraphs 
very soon: ck

r o ck    rock
p i ck     pick
s a ck    sack



Tricky words
• For some words, using phonics (sounding out) does not work

• We call these words ‘Tricky Words’

• They are words we just need to remember

• Can your child recognise these words in their book, signs and 

other texts?



Phonemes

• Each week we will send home the letters and sounds (and/or words) we 

are learning that week so you can help your child to practise them at 

home. (Newsletter and paper)

• It is important that your child knows it is a letter ‘s’ but for the purpose of 

reading using phonics they need to be able to say the phoneme (sound). 

Pure sounds
• Actions and mnemonics Twinkl Phonics Level 2 Sounds and Actions - 

YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0SzkjubQ-Ok
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0SzkjubQ-Ok


Hearing your child read their Reading Book

• Find a quiet time and space without distractions.
  

Pit Pat by Collins - Issuu Map Man by Collins - Issuu

https://issuu.com/collinsed/docs/pit_pat
https://issuu.com/collinsed/docs/map_man_644911a4b6f32c


Helpful tips:

• If your child is tired, read to them instead of them 

reading to you. (Maybe you could get ‘stuck’ on a 

few words they could help with)

• Ensure your child gets meaning and pleasure from 

the book they are reading:

• If they are sounding out every word, they will 

forget what they are reading

• Help them out by telling them some words

• Take it in turns to read a page each

  



Some links that can help you at home:

• PowerPoint Presentation 
(stlrnci.bham.sch.uk) This powerpoint 
explains the twinkl phonics scheme in more 
detail. It can also be accessed via the 
‘Curriculum’ section of the school website. 

• Twinkl Phonics Level 2 Sounds and Actions - 
YouTube

• We will send you resources from Twinkl 
phonics in newsletters.

https://www.stlrnci.bham.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/phonics-twinklguide.pdf
https://www.stlrnci.bham.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/phonics-twinklguide.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0SzkjubQ-Ok
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0SzkjubQ-Ok


We will be modelling how to help your 
child to read their book at our ‘Stay and 

Read’ sessions: 

RB 
1.45 - 3.05
Friday 10th 
November 

RR
1.45 - 3.05

Thursday 9th 
November

RY 
1.45 - 3.05

Tuesday 7th 
November



Home School Agreement

Parents/carers 
to read, sign 
and return to 

school as soon 
as possible



Thank you for listening!

Mrs Hegarty

Mrs Cole & Mrs 
MearaMr Sherlaw

Please feel free to have a look at the books we use in school.
We will send this powerpoint to you.

We look forward to talking to you about how your child has settled at our parents evening in November.
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