
 

Year One Curriculum Overview Autumn One Half Term  

English - Phonics 
To tailor our phonics teaching to the needs of all our children, every child has been assessed on their phonics knowledge. Children working at 

national expectation will be learning the sounds taught in Level 5 of Twinkl Phonics. They will focus on segmenting and blending words containing 

these sounds, as well as reading and spelling Common Exception Words. Children will continue to have a banded book sent home each week to read.  

English - Writing 
The school follows the Talk For Writing approach to the teaching of writing. First, the children will learn to re-tell and change the opening 

description of the story of “Beegu”. Then, for our non-fiction units, children will be writing about the life and achievements of the NASA 

mathematician Katherine Johnson. They will also write instructions on how to make porridge.  

Mathematics 
In mathematics, children will focus on number and place value within ten. They will begin by sorting, counting and representing numbers using 

equipment such as tens frames and Numicon. They will then practise counting forwards and backwards, identifying one more and one less as well as 

comparing and ordering objects and numbers. We will also introduce the number line to support children with their understanding.  

Science 
Children will learn all about materials this half term. They will learn to name a variety of everyday materials and describe some of their 

properties. They will then use this knowledge to group and compare materials and learn of their use for different purposes.  

Geography 

Our focus in geography this half term will be on our school and its local area. Children will use aerial photographs and maps to identify key 

features of the school and its grounds and learn where our school is located within the UK. They will develop their map skills by creating a simple 

map of the classroom and thinking about the position and direction of different features. Children will also explore the school grounds, share 

their views about different areas and use a simple survey to help design improvements to the playground. 

Design and 

Technology 

In design and technology, the children will be researching objects with moving mechanisms. Then, they will use this knowledge to design and 

create a space buggy which uses a moving mechanism. Finally, the children will evaluate their space buggy saying what worked well and what they 

could improve on.  

Computing 

Our focus in computing this half term will be on programming and algorithms. Children will learn that an algorithm is a set of instructions and will 

practise creating and following simple algorithms. They will learn about inputs and outputs and use their knowledge to create simple programs. 

Children will also develop their problem-solving skills by breaking tasks down into smaller steps and identifying and fixing mistakes, known as 

‘bugs’, in their algorithms. 

Music 
As part of our music curriculum, we will be looking at finding and keeping a simple beat using body percussion. The children will also practise 

singing and clapping simple call and response songs.    

PE 
In PE children will work with Chris, our sports coach, to develop their fitness skills using a range of physical activities and 

equipment. They will also develop their understanding of the importance of warming up and cooling down. 

PSHE 

Our unit this half-term is called My Healthy Self: How Can We Look After Our Emotions? Our focus in PSHE this half term will be on feelings and 

emotions. Children will learn to recognise and name a range of emotions, including happiness, sadness, anger, fear, surprise and disgust. They will 

explore how feelings can change and can feel small, medium or big depending on the situation. Children will also learn some simple ways to manage 

difficult feelings and understand the importance of talking to a trusted adult when they feel upset or worried. 

RE 
Children will explore the question: What do Christians believe God is like? Through sharing the parable ‘The Lost Son’ , children will learn what 

these story mean to Christians and how Christians show their belief in God as loving and forgiving. Children will also learn about the importance of 

harvest festivals across the world, recognising the key themes of gratitude and sharing.  

 

Our Curriculum is designed to develop five core characteristics in our pupils, which we believe 

will lay the foundations for them to be lifelong learners and good global citizens. These are: 


